
I was delighted to hear
in May that I had been
accepted to begin
training for the
Priesthood for the dio-
cese. It was a pleasant
surprise to discover
also that the seminary
I was to attend is
Allen Hall, which is
located in the centre of
metropolitan London. 
Allen Hall is a large
building built around
a quadrangle and sur-
rounded by a splendid
garden. Among my
first reactions was a
feeling of deep respect
for the history and
long tradition of this
relatively humble
location. There is, of
course, the association
with St. Thomas More
whose extensive
grounds included what
is now Allen Hall. But
there is far more: in
the refectory stand
two long wooden

boards on which are
drawn the names of
the Douai Martyrs,
about a hundred and
fifty priests who
formed part of
Cardinal Allen's home
mission from Douai. A
walk down the corri-
dors of Allen Hall can
be a witness in itself to
the courage and devo-
tion of the martyrs.
I have been fortunate
to have spent two
years studying theolo-
gy with the Oxford
Dominicans, at the
house of study of the
English Province,
before joining semi-
nary. Although this
has given me a valu-
able head-start on my
journey in many ways,
life at seminary is
quite busy. The chal-
lenge, I have found, is
in the routine, the
carefully arranged
procession from

prayer to work to
meals to prayer. The
students have been
provided with good
facilities for prayer,
study and recreation
and have much to be
thankful for. There
has been, so far, a lot
to interest me in my
first weeks: there is
the study of philoso-
phy that is fairly new
to me and the various
organised events such
as the series of weekly
visits on Sundays of
the new seminarians
to selected pastoral
placements in the dio-
cese of Westminster.
Preparations are also
under way for the visit
of the relics of St.
Thérèse to London and
especially to the
Cathedral of
Westminster. In all of
this, the politeness
and spirit of service of
the staff and students
at Allen Hall has been
most welcome and the

zeal and holiness of
the other seminarians
continues to astonish
and encourage me. 
After two weeks of
introductions to pas-
toral theology and the
priesthood, there is
one thing that stands
out atop the others:
that we don't give our
priests enough credit.
Theirs is for the most
part a thankless job
and done very often in
unimaginably difficult
circumstances. Their
unsung lives, as much
as the lives of the most
illustrious of the
Saints, encourage the
seminarians in our
discernment. It is a
great honour for me to
train for the priest-
hood in this Year for
Priests. Please pray
for the priests and
seminarians of the dio-
cese of Nottingham
and of England and
Wales. 

On the feast of Ss Peter
and Paul this year, I
was admitted into the
novitiate at Belmont
Abbey (located just out-
side Hereford, in the
Archdiocese of Cardiff),
having spent a ten
month probationary
period, known monasti-
cally as the ‘postulan-
cy’. This event, of for-
mal entrance into the
monastic life, was sym-
bolised by my being
clothed (together with
fellow novice, Br.
Stanislaus) with the
black habit of the
English Benedictine
Congregation, from the
hands of our Abbot,
Paul Stonham. 
The ritual has clear
resonances with that
scriptural notion of
putting on the new
nature in Christ; and
indeed marked a fresh
start, as I embarked
upon the two year novi-
tiate here in the
monastery. I was also
presented in the course
of the ceremony with a
copy of the Rule of St.
Benedict, and the
admonition to listen
carefully to its instruc-
tions – since it provides
the very framework for
our monastic obser-
vance. 
That Benedictine ideal
of prayer and commu-
nal living; still possess-
es a potency today, for
people eager to seek
the Lord in an intimate
manner. Belmont may
not be quite as ‘strict’
as the Cistercian

monastery of Mount St.
Bernard, but communi-
ty life constantly has
its innate challenges –
not to mention its sim-
ple joys. ‘Pax’ is in fact
the motto of
Benedictine monasti-
cism; and so a deep-
rooted ‘peace’ should lie
at the heart of anyone
who truly takes its
charism seriously. 
For those who might
feel a calling to the
monastic life; some
advise from a spiritual
director as well as from
Fr. David Cain (the

Diocesan Vocations
Director) would be
invaluable in pointing
you in the right direc-
tion – combined of
course with visits to
various monasteries
(male or female, which
invariably have their
own websites: yes,
monks and nuns are
not immune to technol-
ogy!).  

Br. Jonathan
Rollinson

(Holy Rood Parish,
Market Rasen)  
Belmont Abbey
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Clothing Ceremony
at Belmont Abbey

Hello, my name is
Lisa, I’m 29 and I’m
from Coalville in
Leicestershire. In
2005, after several
retreats to Mt St
Bernard’s, the influ-
ence of some key peo-
ple in my life and a
strong sense that God
was calling me I was
received into the
Catholic Church at St
Mary’s in
Loughborough. 
As I grew in my faith, I
began to realise that I
wanted my relation-
ship with God to be the
focus of my life. I got in

contact with Fr David
Cain, the Vocations
Director for our
Diocese. He gave me
details of the Compass
programme held at
Worth Abbey in
Sussex, for young
Catholics discerning
religious life
w w w . c o m p a s s -
points.org.uk. It
sounded fantastic so
off I trekked to Worth
for several weekends
and my first complete
Triduum! 
At the end of Compass
I felt God was calling
me to live in communi-

ty, so I packed up,
handed in my notice
and moved to
Brighton! There I com-
mitted to spend a year
living in a lay
Benedictine communi-
ty with 3 other young
adults. We followed a
timetable of saying the
Divine Office, personal
prayer, lectio divina
(prayerful reading of
the scriptures) and
work. We pooled our
incomes and offered
hospitality and service
to the wider communi-
ty. This included lead-
ing a weekly prayer

group and
the infamous
‘ S u n d a y
lunches’ for
y o u n g
adults, par-
ticipating in
the Brighton
soup run to
the homeless
and assisting
with other parish
activities. 
I’ve now left Brighton
and remain a member
of the Lay Community
of St Benedict; a net-
work of lay people
throughout Britain
committed to following

Christ and the spiritu-
ality of St Benedict.
www.laybenedictines.o
rg. I hope and trust in
your prayers for the
next stage in my jour-
ney with Christ, as I
further discern God’s
will for my life. St
Benedict, pray for us!

Br. Jonathan receiving the monastic hood
from the Abbot of Belmont

God was calling me

Accepted to begin training for
the Priesthood for the diocese
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